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1. In 19h7 the project section of the shipbuilding department of the MSP Berlin 
was orderec to design a cable-layer. 


2, The cesign was to te for a vessol Cisvlacing about 2,500 tons > craving 1.5 to 
5 meters, with a eruisins spcec of $ knots, a naximmn speed of 12 iImots in a 
sea force of three Reaufort secle and a cruisin: range of not Less than 1,500 
nautical mile. at cruising speed. i complerent of iS hands ane a working party 
of 34 henés for handling the cables vere to be accornodated. Installations 
anc storeroons ind to be planned for a eruise of two months, 


3. The structural sistem was to be as lirbt ag possible, but at the sane tine 
hac to incluce strong plating and ice doubling at the bows, The entire iron 
hull was to be electrically welded,. Section building was to be employed as 
far as possivle in orcer to insure uniform execution of welding in workshops 
anc exclude any interfering influence from weather on the assenbly work, 
Most careful technological and organizational instructions were issued con< 
cerning detatis of construction work, + 


h. The steorine mechenism is operated by a push-button device fron either the 
bridze or the rudder compartzent. The ruddcr can also be operated by hand in 
case os power failure. A Behm echo sounder, a laboratory for chemical and 
btacteriolocierl tests and = pressure chamber for divers are available. Inter= 
communication aboard is through loudspeaker telephones . The crew's mess can 
also serve *s 2 motionepicture theater. 


5. ro clternative designs were preporce for the propelling plants one proposed 


bee 


power recuired would be too smallg on the other hand, Dicsel ensinos would be 
unsuitable because of their comparatively strong vibrations, which would have 
adverse effects on measurin: operctions with the cables. The vessel is pro- 
pellec by two shafts, caci with a screw and a rudder, and is thus - + 
easy to handia, x 

6 The vessel can do all Icincs of vork on both telepranh auc telephone cables Ww 
to a denth of 1,000 meters, anc on power-current cables up to a depth of 100 
nescers, Leying cables is possille et greater depths. 
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%,. A particular feature of the vessel is that 4% mey be used as a tanker. 
Five oil-tight bulkheads, in addition to other installations required 
for this, are eveilable. The vessel can carry about 1,000 tons of ol L. wee 


Comment. These careful specifications indicate that the Soviets 

7 LO improve their shipyard operations by employing German methods and 
experience, especially in welding. They may also indieste that the Sovicts 
strive to mike it possible tor Less eificient ship~- 
wards to build the vessel, 
25X1A = : re es 

7B omecet. The designs for the machinery show engines of higher 
speed, whic. Glony with the arranremoent of two rudders, insure food 
nmneuvering anc steering qualities at such: low rates of speed as tye to 
four imots, which ore roquireé for cable work. Sinmilor machinery was used 
in minesweeners of the Cernan Navy during the war and proved successful. 
25X1A ane seconc design requires fewer but better—qualificd personnel. 


3 Corment. This is e remarkable feature anc permits the use of the 
vessel for navel purposes. A vessel which can be handled safely at a speed 


of two to four knots vould be most suitable for refueling operations at 
sea, using its installetions for stowLne cable and cable work and the work 
ing space.on ceck for handling ofl hoses and fueling operations. It cannct 
be determined whether auch a cable-Layer was or is being constructed by 2 
Soviet or Sovietecontrolled shipyard, Yor specifications and plans for 

the vessels (in original Cernmm), see Annex. 


295X1A 


a Annex: Two folders in German. 
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